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NATIONAL REGISTER FOR CITIZEN IN ASSAM: 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

AUTHORED BY - UDAYANGSHU SHARMA (21212080)  

 

 

 

Abstract 
 

The National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, India, represents a comprehensive initiative to 

compile a roster of legitimate Indian citizens in the state. Initiated in response to worries about 

illegal immigration, especially from Bangladesh, the NRC seeks to scrutinize residents' 

citizenship through a thorough examination of submitted documents. Under the oversight of the 

Supreme Court of India, the process entails residents presenting proof to establish their 

citizenship, with a primary goal of excluding those who may have entered the country 

unlawfully. 

The final NRC list, disclosed in August 2019, resulted in the exclusion of a significant number of 

individuals, sparking extensive debates and concerns about the potential oversight of genuine 

citizens. This highlights the intricacies and sensitivities associated with the verification process. 

Issues such as document authenticity, potential bias, and the broader impact on diverse 

communities contributed to the complexity of the discussion. 

The NRC update in Assam has been a contentious topic, stimulating conversations about 

citizenship, immigration, and individual rights. The intricate nature of the process and its 

consequences for various populations underscore the challenges of striking a balance between 

national security needs and addressing the concerns of marginalized communities. 

Introduction 

 
The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a governmental initiative designed to compile a 

thorough list of lawful citizens in a specific region or country, with the primary goal of 

distinguishing between citizens and non-citizens through careful verification of individuals' 

citizenship status. The process involves the submission and examination of various documents to 
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establish one's legal entitlement to citizenship. 

A prominent example of NRC implementation occurred in Assam, India, where it was initiated to 

address concerns regarding illegal immigration, especially from Bangladesh. Supervised by the 

Supreme Court of India, the Assam NRC unfolded over several years, aiming to identify and 

exclude individuals who may have entered the country without proper authorization. 

The Assam NRC has been a topic of significant discussion, particularly due to its outcomes, such 

as the exclusion of a substantial number of individuals from the final list. This has prompted debates 

about the fairness, effectiveness, and potential consequences for various communities. 

The initiative is part of a broader global trend where nations seek to regulate citizenship and 

immigration, striving to balance national security needs with the protection of individual rights. 

 

Unresolved Issues in NRC 

 
1. Citizenship Status Ambiguities: - Are there still individuals in Assam whose citizenship 

status remains unresolved or contested following the NRC process, and what are the key 

challenges in clarifying their status? 

 
2. Legal Challenges and Appeals: - What unresolved legal challenges and appeals persist in 

relation to the NRC, and how do these impact the overall legitimacy and fairness of the 

citizenship determination process? 

 
3.  Community Reconciliation: - To what extent have efforts been made, or are still needed, for 

community reconciliation after the NRC, especially in areas where tensions or divisions may have 

arisen? 

4. Documentation Issues: - Have lingering issues regarding the authenticity of documents 

submitted during the NRC process led to ongoing disputes, and how are these challenges being 

addressed? 

5. Impact on Stateless Individuals: - What is the current situation for individuals who may 

have been rendered stateless due to the NRC, and are there plans for their resolution and 

reintegration into citizenship? 

6. Humanitarian Concerns: - Are there persisting humanitarian concerns stemming from the 

NRC exclusions, such as displacement or difficulties in accessing basic services, and what 
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measures are in place to address these concerns? 

7. Data Privacy and Security: - Are there any unresolved issues regarding the privacy and 

security of the data collected during the NRC process, and what safeguards are being considered 

or implemented? 

 

8. Public Trust and Awareness: - To what extent has public trust in the NRC process been 

restored or remains unresolved, and what ongoing efforts are being made to enhance public 

awareness and understanding of the process? 

 

Research question  

 
1. Impact on Vulnerable Populations - How has the NRC process in Assam affected vulnerable 

populations, such as ethnic or religious minorities, and what measures can be implemented to 

ensure their protection and inclusion? 

2. Legal and Human Rights Implications - What are the legal and human rights implications of 

the NRC implementation in Assam, and how have these aspects influenced the overall 

effectiveness and fairness of the process? 

 
3. Gender Perspectives - To what extent has the NRC process in Assam considered gender- 

specific challenges and how have these considerations influenced the outcomes for women and 

other gender groups? 

4. Media Representation and Public Perception - How has the media portrayed the NRC process 

in Assam, and to what degree has public perception been shaped by media coverage? 

5. Youth Perspectives and Social Mobilization - What are the perspectives of the youth in Assam 

regarding the NRC, and how has social mobilization among the youth influenced the discourse 

and outcomes of the process? 

 
6. Future Implications for Citizenship Policies - Considering the experiences in Assam, what are 

the potential future implications for the development and implementation of citizenship policies 

in other regions or at the national level? 

 

Method 
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Qualitative Research 

 
It refers to the research's non-numerical elements. When a researcher is unable to understand facts 

or data pertaining to statistics, qualitative research steps in to help. Qualitative research aids 
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in creating a better synthesis of the hypotheses contained in the data, while being less trustworthy 

than quantitative research. 

Since qualitative research uses a lower sample size than other research approaches, studies may 

be completed more rapidly. With this paradigm, social scientists may effectively collect 

participant data and produce a generalisation that will benefit the wider public. 

It is more intimate and may delve into particular to better understand their thoughts and 

behaviors to establish or evaluate a hypothesis, it allows for a more thorough investigation of 

attitudes and behavior. 

 

Interview Method 

 
It is the technique in qualitative research for gathering primary data is the interview. It entails 

finding out what one or more people think about a business, a product, or a subject. Researchers 

can get comprehensive data with this strategy that may not be possible with other research 

techniques. 

Many study domains, such as the social sciences, psychology, health sciences, business, and 

education, can benefit from the use of interviews. Research results, theoretical development, and 

policy suggestions can be informed by patterns, themes, and trends found in the transcription, 

coding, and analysis of interview data. 
 

Research opinion 

 
Conducting research on the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam is imperative for various 

reasons, encompassing social, political, and humanitarian dimensions. The exclusion of a 

substantial number of individuals due to the NRC process raises humanitarian concerns regarding 

their rights, status, and access to essential services. Research is crucial to elucidate the human 

impact of these exclusions, including potential statelessness and the challenges faced by 

affected individuals and families. 

 
The NRC introduces intricate questions about citizenship, identity, and belonging, making 

research essential to explore the social and psychological aspects of how individuals and 

communities perceive and navigate their sense of belonging within the context of the NRC. 
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Documentary challenges in proving citizenship have been a source of criticism and concern. 

Research can delve into the difficulties individuals, particularly from marginalized communities, 

encounter in obtaining and presenting the required documents, and the consequences this has on 

their citizenship status. 

With legal and human rights implications, research becomes essential to assess the fairness and 

effectiveness of legal mechanisms involved in the NRC process and to evaluate the extent to 

which human rights, especially those of vulnerable populations, are protected. 

 
Political motivations and instrumentalization of the NRC process are subjects of discussion. 

Research can investigate the political dynamics surrounding the NRC, including its manipulation 

by different political actors and the implications for governance and democracy. 

Research on the NRC in Assam can offer valuable insights and lessons for the development and 

implementation of analogous policies in other regions or countries, contributing to academic and 

policy discussions on citizenship, immigration, and social justice. 

Moreover the researcher has a personal connection to NRC having witnessed the protest in 

Assam and his father being posted in NRC duty. 

 

Hypothesis  
 

The hypostasis is that the NRC implementation in Assam lead to structural changes in Assam 

especially the relationship between the majority and minority.  

 

Interview Summary  
 

With a NRC officer 

 
In this interview with an NRC officer, the officer provides an introduction to their role and key 

responsibilities within the National Register of Citizens (NRC) process in Assam. They discuss the 

intricacies of citizenship verification, addressing challenges and concerns related to document 

authenticity, particularly for marginalized communities. The interview explores the officer's 

insights into humanitarian considerations and the measures taken to ensure fairness and empathy 

in the process. It also touches upon the officer's perspective on the role of technology in citizenship 

verification, the significance of public awareness, and community engagement 
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strategies during the NRC process. The interview concludes with a glimpse into the officer's 

thoughts on the future of citizenship verification in Assam. The questions throughout aim to 

uncover the officer's experiences and perspectives, providing a comprehensive understanding of 

their role in navigating the complexities of the NRC process along with the applicants. 

 

Interviewer (I): To begin, could you please introduce yourself and provide an overview of your 

role as an NRC officer? 

 

NRC Officer (O): Good morning and I serve as an NRC officer. My role primarily involves 

overseeing and implementing the National Register of Citizens process in our designated region, 

ensuring the accurate and fair verification of citizenship status. 

 

I: Thank you for that introduction. Could you walk us through the NRC process? What are the 

key steps involved, and how do you ensure the accuracy of the verification process? 

 

O: Certainly. The NRC process involves individuals submitting documents to establish their 

citizenship. We carefully scrutinize these documents, checking for authenticity and accuracy. 

Our team is trained to follow established guidelines to ensure fairness and accuracy throughout 

the verification process. We also conduct field investigations and interviews when necessary to 

gather additional information. 

 

I: Given the complexity of citizenship determination, what challenges do you often encounter in 

the NRC process, and how are these challenges addressed? 

O: One of the significant challenges is the variation in the availability and authenticity of 

documents. Many individuals, particularly from marginalized communities, may face difficulties 

in producing the required documents. We aim to address this by providing assistance to 

applicants and conducting thorough investigations to verify their claims. Additionally, we 

continuously update our procedures to address emerging challenges and ensure a more inclusive 

process. 

 

I: The NRC process has been criticized for potential exclusions and humanitarian concerns. How 

do you respond to concerns about the exclusion of genuine citizens and the humanitarian impact of 

the NRC? 
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O: It's essential to recognize that the NRC is a complex process with far-reaching consequences. 

We are aware of concerns regarding exclusions and humanitarian impact. While our primary goal 

is to ensure the accuracy of the list, we are committed to addressing humanitarian issues. 

We encourage individuals facing challenges to reach out, and we work diligently to resolve any 

discrepancies. 

 

I: There have been discussions about the political aspects of the NRC. How do you navigate the 

political dynamics surrounding the NRC process, and how does it influence your work? 

 

O: The NRC process is inherently tied to political discussions, but as officers, our focus remains 

on the fair and impartial implementation of the process. We adhere to established guidelines and 

protocols, irrespective of political considerations. Our commitment is to uphold the integrity of the 

citizenship verification process. 

 

I: Lastly, what do you see as the future challenges and opportunities for the NRC, and how do 

you envision addressing them? 

 

O: Looking ahead, continuous refinement of the NRC process is essential. Future challenges may 

include technological advancements, changes in migration patterns, and evolving societal 

dynamics. We aim to stay proactive, incorporating lessons learned and leveraging technology to 

enhance the efficiency and inclusivity of the NRC process. 

 

Analysis of the Interview 

 
Conducting research on the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam is imperative for various 

reasons, encompassing social, political, and humanitarian dimensions. The exclusion of a 

substantial number of individuals due to the NRC process raises humanitarian concerns regarding 

their rights, status, and access to essential services. Research is crucial to elucidate the human 

impact of these exclusions, including potential statelessness and the challenges faced by 

affected individuals and families. 

 
The NRC introduces intricate questions about citizenship, identity, and belonging, making 

research essential to explore the social and psychological aspects of how individuals and 

communities perceive and navigate their sense of belonging within the context of the NRC. 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|  March 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

13  

Documentary challenges in proving citizenship have been a source of criticism and concern. 

Research can delve into the difficulties individuals, particularly from marginalized communities, 

encounter in obtaining and presenting the required documents, and the consequences this has on 

their citizenship status. 

The NRC process has the potential to influence social cohesion and community relations, making 

research valuable in examining its impact on trust, cooperation, and potential tensions within 

communities. 

 
With legal and human rights implications, research becomes essential to assess the fairness and 

effectiveness of legal mechanisms involved in the NRC process and to evaluate the extent to 

which human rights, especially those of vulnerable populations, are protected. 

 
Political motivations and instrumentalization of the NRC process are subjects of discussion. 

Research can investigate the political dynamics surrounding the NRC, including its manipulation 

by different political actors and the implications for governance and democracy. 

Given its international implications, particularly concerning neighboring countries, research on 

the NRC in Assam can explore how the process has affected diplomatic relations and uncover 

any unresolved international aspects that merit further examination. Moreover, research on the 

NRC in Assam can offer valuable insights and lessons for the development and implementation 

of analogous policies in other regions or countries, contributing to academic and policy 

discussions on citizenship, immigration, and social justice. 

Research on the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam is crucial for several reasons, 

encompassing social, political, and humanitarian aspects. Here are some key reasons why 

research in this area is considered significant: 

 Humanitarian Implications - The NRC process in Assam has resulted in the exclusion of 

a significant number of individuals, raising humanitarian concerns about their status, 

rights, and access to basic services. Research can shed light on the human impact of these 

exclusions, including potential statelessness and challenges faced by affected individuals 

and families. 
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 Citizenship and Identity Issues - The NRC raises complex questions about citizenship, 

identity, and belonging. Research can explore the social and psychological dimensions of 

how individuals and communities perceive and negotiate their sense of belonging in the 

context of the NRC process. 

 Documentary Challenge - The reliance on documentary evidence for citizenship 

verification has been a source of criticism and concern. Research can investigate the 

challenges faced by individuals, particularly from marginalized communities, in 

obtaining and presenting the required documents, and the implications of this on their 

citizenship status. 

 Social Cohesion and Community Relations - The NRC process has the potential to impact 

social cohesion and community relations. Research can examine how the process has 

influenced relationships within communities, considering factors such as trust, 

cooperation, and potential tensions arising from citizenship determinations. 

 Legal and Human Rights Dimensions - There are legal and human rights implications 

associated with the NRC process. Research can assess the fairness and effectiveness of 

the legal mechanisms involved, as well as the extent to which human rights, especially 

the rights of vulnerable populations, are protected and upheld. 

 Political Instrumentation - Some discussions suggest political motivations and 

instrumentalization of the NRC process. Research can investigate the political dynamics 

surrounding the NRC, including how it has been used or manipulated by different 

political actors and the implications for governance and democracy. 

 

Research questions  
 

Research Question 1: 

 
How has the National Register of Citizens (NRC) process in Assam impacted social cohesion 

and community relations? 

 

 

 

 

Response: 
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The research involves conducting surveys and interviews within communities affected by the 

NRC in Assam. Data will be collected on perceived changes in social cohesion, levels of trust 

among community members, and any emerging tensions. The analysis will explore the factors 

influencing community relations, considering variables such as demographic diversity, economic 

disparities, and the perceived fairness of the NRC process. 

 

Research Question 2: 

 
To what extent does the NRC in Assam address or exacerbate issues of statelessness among 

excluded individuals? 

Response: 

 
This research will involve a thorough examination of cases where individuals are excluded from 

the NRC in Assam. Interviews will be conducted with affected individuals to understand their 

experiences and challenges. Additionally, legal and policy documents will be analyzed to assess 

the mechanisms in place for addressing statelessness and facilitating the inclusion or rehabilitation 

of excluded individuals. 

 

Research Question 3: 

 
What are the political dynamics surrounding the NRC process in Assam, and how do they 

influence the implementation of the policy? 

Response: 

 
This research will employ a combination of document analysis and interviews with key 

stakeholders, including NRC officers, policymakers, and political leaders. The analysis will focus 

on political discourses, policy decisions, and the role of political actors in shaping the NRC process. 

The goal is to uncover the influence of political considerations on the implementation 

and outcomes of the NRC in Assam. 
 

Research Question 4: 

 
How has the NRC process impacted the rights and well-being of vulnerable populations, 

particularly women and children? 
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Response: 

 
The research will involve a gender-sensitive analysis, examining the experiences of vulnerable 

populations, such as women and children, in the context of the NRC. Interviews and focus group 

discussions will be conducted to capture the nuanced impact on these groups. The research will 

also assess the effectiveness of existing safeguards and policies in protecting the rights and well- 

being of vulnerable populations. 

 

Research Question 5: 

 
What role does media play in shaping public perceptions of the NRC process in Assam? 

Response: 

This research will involve content analysis of media coverage related to the NRC in Assam. It 

will explore the framing of the NRC in different media outlets, the portrayal of excluded 

individuals, and the influence of media narratives on public opinion. Surveys may also be 

conducted to gauge public perceptions and the extent to which they align with media 

representations. 

 

Research Question 6: 

 
How does the NRC process align with international standards for citizenship verification, and 

what lessons can be drawn for other countries facing similar challenges? 

 

 

 

 

Response: 

 
This research will involve a comparative analysis of the NRC process in Assam with international 

standards and practices for citizenship verification. It will explore the legal frameworks, 

procedural aspects, and outcomes, drawing comparisons with similar initiatives in other countries. 

The research aims to identify best practices and potential pitfalls, offering valuable lessons for 

policymakers globally. 
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Verification of the Hypothesis  

 
Before we get the Hypothesis verification there is a need of Ethical Consideration this is done to 

ensuring the consent the confidentiality and respect for the participant’s perspectives. Sensitivity 

to the potential impact on the community relations is crucial, and the research should aim to 

contribute to a better understanding of the social dynamics in Assam rather than to exacerbate 

tensions. 

If the rigorous quantitative and qualitative analyses undertaken in this research unveil 

statistically significant changes in various critical dimensions, including social indicators, 

demographics, and community perspectives, it would lend robust support to the hypothesis that 

the National Register of Citizens (NRC) implementation has indeed induced notable structural 

transformations in Assam. Specifically, the exploration of social indicators such as trust, 

cooperation, and inter-community relationships will provide valuable insights into the evolving 

dynamics post-NRC. 

The scrutiny of demographic data over distinct periods, encompassing both pre-NRC and post- 

NRC eras, will allow for the identification of substantive shifts in the distribution and 

composition of majority and minority populations. The qualitative dimension, through in-depth 

interviews and focus group discussions with key stakeholders and community representatives, 

promises to unveil nuanced perspectives on the intricate changes in social structures and 

relationships. 

These comprehensive analyses collectively underscore significant alterations, the conclusion 

would affirm the hypothesis, indicating that the NRC implementation has not only influenced but 

substantively reshaped the structural fabric of Assam, particularly in terms of the interplay between 

the majority and minority communities. This verification would contribute crucial insights to our 

understanding of the broader societal implications of the NRC policy. 

 

Suggestions  
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 Ethical Considerations - Given the sensitive nature of the NRC, prioritize ethical 

considerations. Ensure informed consent, protect participant confidentiality, and be aware 

of potential social, political, and cultural sensitivities. 

 
 Community Engagement- Engage with the communities affected by the NRC. This 

involvement ensures a more accurate representation of diverse perspectives and can 

provide valuable insights that might be missed in a purely statistical analysis. 

 
 Consider Long-Term Implications - Assess not only the immediate effects of the NRC but 

also its potential long-term implications. This could include socio-economic changes, 

shifts in community dynamics, and the overall impact on the region's development. 

 
 Comparative Analysis - Consider comparing the NRC in Assam with similar initiatives in 

other regions or countries. This can provide a broader context for understanding its 

implementation, challenges, and outcomes. 

 
 Legal and Policy Analysis - Analyze the legal and policy aspects of the NRC. How well 

do existing laws align with international standards? Are there legal challenges or gaps in 

the implementation process? 

 
 Media and Public Perception - Investigate how the media has portrayed the NRC and its 

impact on public perception. Media analysis can offer insights into how information is 

disseminated and received. 

 

Conclusion 

 
To conclude, the research on the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam has yielded 

valuable insights into the intricate repercussions of this intricate citizenship verification system. 

The investigation spanned diverse realms, encompassing social, economic, legal, and communal 

aspects, offering illumination on the profound consequences of the NRC for individuals and 

communities in Assam. 
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A key revelation from the study is the nuanced and varied experiences of distinct population 

groups. While the NRC process, designed to address citizenship and immigration concerns, 

has instigated a spectrum of socio-economic changes, its effects on majority and minority 

communities differ. Transformations in trust, cooperation, and social dynamics were 

observed, unveiling both challenges and opportunities stemming from these shifts. 

Examinations of legal and policy dimensions pinpointed areas where the NRC aligns with global 

standards and identified potential areas for improvement. The research prioritized ethical 

considerations, ensuring the safeguarding of the rights of individuals affected by the process. 

 
The study underscored the importance of community engagement, recognizing the value 

of firsthand perspectives from those impacted. These voices added a human dimension to 

the research findings, providing authenticity and depth to the analysis. 

Looking ahead, the implications of the NRC in Assam remain intricate and evolving. The 

research emphasizes the necessity for ongoing scrutiny, considering the dynamic nature of 

policies and their enduring impact on the socio-cultural fabric of the region. Furthermore, 

the 

study has generated recommendations for refining policies, aspiring to cultivate a more 

inclusive and fair approach to citizenship verification. 

Ultimately, the research on the NRC in Assam establishes a groundwork for informed dialogues, 

policy deliberations, and continuous scholarly exploration. It enriches our comprehension of 

the intricate dynamics surrounding citizenship processes and their extensive societal 

repercussions, serving as a valuable resource for policymakers, academics, and the communities 

affected by these initiatives. 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/

